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Know that until the 1800s most countries were ruled by a single very powerful leader and that this was often an absolute monarch.  Know that this system was common in 17th and 18th century Europe and that King Louis XIV of France is a good example of an absolute monarch who stated that it was his divine right to rule as God had given him the right to rule. (Draw a comparison between Louis XIV and the Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt). 

Understand that many dictators come to power after a period of unrest and then set new rules which in time allow them to declare themselves as dictators.

Know that some authoritarian leaders employ huge numbers of spies to watch the people and prevent organised discontent. They will also control the media and promote censorship.  Police will also be given the power to disperse crowds of people to prevent organised social unrest.  Often these states have political prisoners – people imprisoned because of their political views which disagree with those of the state.

Know that states that use laws to demand total obedience from their citizens are described as totalitarian.

Know that North Korea is a totalitarian state and its Supreme Leader is Kim Jong-Un. (Locate North and South Korea on a world map).

Understand that a military coup can result in a countries military chiefs seizing power. A government controlled by the army is often known as a military junta.

Know that a political system based on religious laws is known as a theocracy. Understand how the Iranian Revolution in 1979 deposed the Shah of Iran and how devout Muslims declared their spiritual leader, Ayatollah Khomeini their new ruler.

Know that fascism grows by appealing to people’s love of their country but then preaches hate for foreigners and bullies people into voting for them.  Know that the world’s first fascist party was founded in Italy by Benito Mussolini in Italy in 1919.  He became Prime Minister in 1922 the dictator of Italy from 1925 until 1945.  As the founder of fascism he inspired Adolph Hitler.Adolph Hitler’s rise to power and the creation of Nazi Germany.
Know that there were many conditions within Germany and Europe that made it possible for Hitler to rise to power.
Understand that World WAR I had left Europe exhausted.  Unemployment was rife and economies were in decline as governments struggled to adapt to peacetime.  The US stock market collapse in 1929 triggered world-wide economic depression.  The people were becoming disillusioned  with existing forms of democratic government and authoritarian regimes were coming to power across the world as the people looked for a new approach.



Understand that Hitler was an opportunist who exploited a democratic system he despised to obtain absolute power and become a dictator.
Know that he was born in Austria in 1889.
Know that between 1914 and 1918 he served in the German Army as a dispatch runner on the Western Front. Know that he had no particular interest in politics before or during World War I.
Know that he found it hard to demobilise mentally after the war and that he shared the sentiments of many German people during the post-war political and social chaos.  He blamed socialists and thought that Germany was the victim of an international Jewish conspiracy.
He mixed in extreme political circles in Munich when he joined the German Workers Party.
In 1924 he served 9 months for treason after trying to overthrow the government in a failed coup.
Know that during his time in prison he wrote Mein Kamp (My struggle). In this book he expressed his hatred of Judaism and Communism and his ambition to re-establish a German Empire which had been given up after World War I under the Versailles Peace Treaty.
Know that he had an exceptional talent at giving speeches at political meetings that agitated and roused the people leading to a growing following.
Know that Hitler had slowly re-invented himself as the messianic leader of a German national revival. His image was dramatized by Nazi propaganda.
In 1933 he becomes chancellor and forms a government. He also exploits a crisis caused by a fire at the Reichstag allowing him to gain exceptional powers for four year.
In 1934 he becomes dictator of Germany.
In 1938 he annexes Austria through military power.
On the September 1st he orders the invasion of Poland triggering World War II.
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