	[bookmark: _GoBack]Democracy – Suffrage

	NC objectives
	Key knowledge and vocabulary

	





























	
Understand that in all democracies people are periodically given a vote to decide on the political party that will rule a nation. Know that democracy means rule of the people.

Know that it has been a long struggle in many so called democracies for many people to be allowed to vote.

Know that in 1893 New Zealand became the first country in the world to give all adults the vote.

Know that in 1906 Finland became the first country in Europe to give women the vote.

Know that it wasn’t until 1967 that the aboriginal population of Australia gained the right to vote.

Know that it wasn’t until 1994 that black people gained the right to vote in South Africa.  Know that this followed a racist system called apartheid.  Know that Nelson Mandela became South Africa’s president in the first democratic election.

Know that the word suffrage means the right to vote.

Know that women who fought for the right to vote in the 19th & 20th centuries were called suffragettes.

Know that in 1869 in the USA the National Woman Suffrage Association is formed.
Know that in 1897 in the UK the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies is formed and it campaigns peacefully for the right to vote.

Know that in 1903 Emmeline Pankhurst forms the Women’s Social and Political Union in Britain. Campaigns grow into violent protest and some of its campaigners are arrested and imprisoned.

Understand how women in the West had begun to feel that they should no longer be treated as second class citizens.

Know that the slogan of the WSPU was ‘Deeds not words’ and discuss the meaning of this.  Know that Emmeline Pankhurst received seven prison sentences and Emily Davison nine.

Know that in 1913 Emily Davison stepped onto the course at the Derby, England’s premier horse race and was knocked to the ground by a horse owned by King George V (our present queen’s grandfather).  She died four days later. It is unclear if this was a protest that went wrong or a deliberate act of martyrdom.  Understand how this event raised the profile of women’s suffrage in the UK and across the world.

Understand how suffragettes used a mixture of increasingly violent tactics to raise the profile of suffrage – chaining themselves to railings outside politicians houses, smashing shop windows, arson and bombings. 

Understand that it was Emmeline Pankhurst’s WSPU movement of feminist militancy that succeeded in a complacent masculine political world.


Understand that at the outbreak of World War I the WSPU stopped campaigning and mobilized itself instead to support the war effort.
Understand that it was this contribution made by women that demonstrated just how much wider their role could be than that of traditionally expected of them as wives and mothers.

Know that at the end of WWI all British women over the age of 30 were granted the vote. In 1928 this was lowered to 21 years.







