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	Know that the reason that we celebrate bonfire night on November 5th is to commemorate an event in British history called The Gunpowder Plot.

Know that the Houses of Parliament are in London, the capital city of England.  Know that they are also on the bank of the River Thames and they are in an area of London called Westminster.
Know that the proper name of the Houses of Parliament is The Palace of Westminster. Know that this is because for 500 years it was the king’s palace (until King Henry VIII moved out.
Know that the original Palace of Westminster burned down in 1834 and the building we now see was built in its place.
Know that there is one original part of the building that wasn’t destroyed by fire and this is called Westminster Hall.

Know that Big Ben is not the name of the clock tower but rather the name of the Great Bell that chimes inside it.  The name of the clock tower is the Elizabeth Tower and was named so in 2012 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II. (The diamond jubilee marked the 60th anniversary of her accession on 6th February 1952).
Know that today The Houses of Parliament is one of the most important buildings in England because it is where politicians meet to debate and make laws.
Know that the Prime Minister is the most important politician/member of Parliament of a country.  Know that all the people in the country get to vote for the prime minister in a general election.The Gunpowder Plot: Know that Guy Fawkes was one of a group of people who wanted to blow up the Houses of Parliament because they didn’t agree with some of the laws that were being made there. Know that the plot was discovered on 5th November 1605 over 400 years ago.
Know that it was an attempt to assassinate King James I by a group of Catholics led by Robert Catesby.
Know that King James I believed in the Divine Right of Kings which meant that he thought that could do what he wanted and make what laws he wanted without asking the people.  Robert Catesby and lots of other people didn’t like this because they thought that it was unfair and not democratic.
Know that the conspirators started filling the cellars with gunpowder and that they wanted to blow up the Houses of Parliament on the 5th November which was the State Opening of Parliament when King James I would be there.
Know that the State Opening of Parliament is when the king or queen goes to The Houses of Parliament and takes part in a ceremony where they read out a speech which has been written for them by politicians that tells everyone about their plans for the following year. Know that the monarch wears the Imperial State Crown when they do this.
Know that Guy Fawkes had been put in charge of the gunpowder because he was a soldier.  He was discovered on the evening of 4th November with 36 barrels of gunpowder in the cellars.  Know the plot failed because someone sent an anonymous letter about the plotters and what was going to happen.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Know that when someone betrays one’s country or attempts to kill a monarch or overthrow a government it is called treason.







