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Know that during the previous monarchy of King Charles I father, King James I, Guy Fawkes attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament. It was this event that lead to parliament having the excuse to persecute powerful old Catholic/Royalist families and one of the significant events of the English Civil War. 

Know that after the execution of King Charles I in 1649 parliament abolished the monarchy, England became a republic and Oliver Cromwell became Lord Protector of England (the ceremony was very much like a coronation) and that this role gave him as much power as a king.

Understand that although Oliver Cromwell had defeated the absolute power of the monarchy the republic he created wasn’t very democratic.

Understand that under Oliver Cromwell and without a king, England was no longer a monarchy but a republic instead called the Commonwealth. Parliament also abolished the House of Lords and proclaimed Parliament ‘supreme authority of this nation’.

Understand that Oliver Cromwell was a politician and a gentlemen landowner.  He had also proved to be a superb cavalry commander in the Civil War.

Know that Oliver Cromwell was a puritan and that puritans believed in a simple life and hard work. He was also a god-fearing man with strong religious principles who believed he was doing God’s work.

Understand that Oliver Cromwell still faced powerful opposition from royalist uprisings but defeated these with battles at Wexford and Drogheda in Ireland and Dunbar in Scotland.

Know that in the meantime King Charles I son was crowned King Charles II of England, Scotland, Ireland and France (the last title traditional) at Scone in Scotland and this was because there was still strong royalist support in Scotland. King Charles II and his army marched on London but Oliver Cromwell and his army defeated him in battle at Worcester.  Know the story of King Charles II hiding in an oak tree to escape Cromwell’s soldiers.  Understand that King Charles II survived because he went into exile in the Low Countries (the modern European countries of Luxembourg, Belgium and the Netherlands).

Know about the legend of Oliver Cromwell and Charles I meeting as toddlers and Oliver giving the baby prince a punch and a bloody nose.

Know that Cavaliers were the long flowing haired supporters of King Charles and the Roundheads were the puritanical short haired supporters of Oliver Cromwell.

Understand the Oliver Cromwell banned Christmas because he believed it was based on a pagan festival that had nothing to do with the birth of Jesus and it encouraged immoral activities that were against the strict puritanical views at the time.

Know that when Oliver Cromwell died in 1658 he had a state funeral in Westminster Abbey just like a monarch would have.

Understand that Oliver Cromwell’s son Richard was now made Lord Protector, just as though Oliver had been king and had passed the crown to his rightful heir. However, he was weak and not respected. Within twelve months he was removed from this role.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Understand that King Charles II who had been exiled in the Low countries all this time returned to England on the understanding that Parliament would have much more control of the country (this was very different to how his father and those before him had ruled as an absolute monarch and was the beginnings of what we now experience as a constitutional monarchy – a sovereign who reigns but does not rule). This return to monarchy is called the Restoration.

Know the historical context that it was during the subsequent reign of Charles II that London experienced The Plague and The Great Fire.





  









