	Year 1 ‘Local study’

	NC objectives
	Key knowledge and vocabulary

	
	Local geography - Focus: Classroom
Know that their classroom is in Ashcombe Primary School (Ashcombe’s children centre) which is the largest primary school in the coastal town of Weston-super-Mare. Using google maps show children the location of Weston-super-Mare.
Know that the buildings were built in September 2006 and 2013 and were purpose built to provide classrooms for children.
Compare and discuss how a photo of their class is different to an aerial map view – discuss that an aerial map shows a perspective of the class from a birds eye view. 
Children use aerial photography of the school to identify the different school buildings, their own classrooms and other human and physical features. (vegetation, office, playground, benches, gates, fences, allotment, shed, gazebo)
Compare an aerial photograph of school with a plan perspective of the school – children compare the difference in detail. Notice that the aerial map may have pictures of toys and the detail on the playground but the plan only contains outlines of buildings. Use plan of buildings to identify classroom, KS1 playground and hall and the other human and physical features identified on the aerial photograph. Is there anything they can’t see? 
Children devise a simple map  of their classroom remember to only include fixed features like the school map used. Using directional language (near/far; left and right) children to think about the space they are in to decide on the location of features in their map.
Use the map of the school to go on a scavenger hunt children identify key features on the map to locate where they are and use simple compass directions (North, South, East, West ) and locational and directional language to ‘unlock’ the location of each item.

	
	Historical geography - Focus: Classroom in old 1970s block
Know that the school has classrooms from the 1970s.
Children locate their Y1 class and a previous Y1 class on a map. Compare a map of their classroom and a map of the old Y1 classroom. Look at the similarities and differences of their class. (Children could debate which classroom is better giving reasoning – old classrooms are closer to the playground, new classrooms don’t have steps or ramps for better access) 

	
	Regional geography - Focus: Bristol in relation to Weston.
Know that the nearest city to Weston is Bristol (The population of Bristol is estimated to be 463,400 people. Bristol is the largest city in the South West)
Know that you can travel to Bristol using the M5 motorway (which links the Midlands to the South West) and the M4 motorway (which links South-West Wales to London (link to the UK’s capital city) On a map of the UK locate the 4 countries and capital cities, locate W-s-M and Bristol and draw on the M4 and M5 focusing on which direction they travel (North-South, East-West).
Know that you can get a train to Bristol from Weston, Milton or Worle and it stops at Yatton, Nailsea & Backwell, Parson Street, Bedminster and Bristol Temple Meads.) Locate these towns and villages on a map of the railway between Weston and Bristol.
Know that cities (Bristol) and towns (Weston) have some key human and physical similarities and differences. Similarities: schools, churches, parks, shops.   Differences: population density, local shops, large department stores, large tower blocks and office buildings, sea, coast, beach, houses, factories, farms.
Provide children with pictures of Weston and Bristol and allow them to make comparisons between the two - identifying the features of a city/town.
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