	Civilisation – An overview of early Civilisations and the story of humanity before civilisation.
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	Key knowledge and vocabulary

	





























	The story of humanity before early civilisations – an overview.
The first apes/primates appeared about 25 million years ago.
The first hominids, or human like creatures emerged between 10 and 5 million years ago. They shared a common ancestor with apes but had different characteristics.  Hominids developed a more upright posture, walked on two legs and eventually had larger brains.
Know that there were many different hominids including homo erectus, homo neanderthalensis and homo sapiens (our direct descendants).
Know that the term ‘neanderthalensis’ comes from the Neander Valley, near Dusseldorf in Germany where fossils of this hominid species were first found in 1856.
A group of hominids called Australopithecus appeared in Africa about 4 million years ago. Scientists believe that they lived in social groups led by the strongest male.
About 2 million years ago the first hominids migrated out of Africa to other continents.  This was a very slow process taking up to 100,000 years with groups of hominids expanding and moving in search of food. They eventually reached Australia and South-East Asia 60,000 years ago and North America 18,000 years ago. Understand that they were hunters and would have followed animal herds eventually reaching these destinations in the process.
Know that the first tools were made by hominids about 2.5 million years ago.  These hunter-gatherers hunted and foraged for food, they could build shelters and make fire using flint. It was probably these activities that brought hominids together in social groups.
Neanderthals emerged in Europe long before Homo sapiens but about 27,000 years ago homo sapiens were left as the only hominid species on Earth.  This was because homo sapiens were more intelligent and dominated their less intelligent Neanderthal ‘cousins’.
16,000 years ago modern humans increasingly used bone and antler for their hunting tools.
Prehistoric people probably believed that spirits dwelled in the natural phenomena essential to life such as sunshine and rain.
The first clay pots were made in Japan 12,500 years ago.
Copper was first used in Mesopotamia about 10,000 years ago.








Continued…
At the end of the last ice age 10,000 years ago, the earth became warmer and drier.  In some parts of the world hunter-gatherers began planting seeds and domesticating animals by separating them from the herds of wild animals.  In this way these early farmers controlled their food supply and this completely changed their way of life. These early farmers settled in great river valleys in different parts of the world to be near to a fresh water supply.
Around 6,500 years ago people started building megaliths (large stone monuments).  These include Stonehenge on Salisbury Plain c.3100 – 1000BC, Avebury stone circle c.2600BC, The stone statues on Easter Island in the Pacific Ocean c.1000 – 1500CE, the giant heads carved by the Olmecs in the coastal regions of the Mexican Gulf.  Locate these on a map and begin to understand the sheer scale of these megaliths and the enormous distances that some of these stones were moved and then shaped and put into place.



Know that about 5000 years ago humans began to form unprecedented complex societies.

Understand that these civilisations consisted of cities with monuments such as temples, palaces and pyramids.  They had some form of writing to communicate and a state structure with social hierarchies.

Know that the basis for the development of any civilisation was progress in agriculture where only part of the population was required to work the land.  This left the remainder to develop bureaucracy, trade, learning and belief systems.

Understand the difference between a civilisation and an empire: 
1. An empire is an extensive group of countries rules by a single supreme authority.
2. A civilisation is the stage of human social development and organisation that is considered most advanced.

Map the early civilisations of Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia (modern day Iraq, Kuwait, Syria), the Indus Valley (modern day Pakistan/India), the Shang Dynasty (China), the Zapotecs (modern day Mexico), the Minoans (Crete), the Mayans.

Understand that all of these early civilisations were characterised by bureaucracy and social order.  Most of them had a ceremonial centre and had a writing system. Understand that it could have been through trade links that similarities between civilisations emerged.  Understand that shipbuilding, the domestication of the horse and camel and the development of wheeled vehicles all helped to advance trade.

Understand that early civilisation also established inequality and exploitation as the basis of society and lead to warfare as states expanded into empires.

Know that this ancient world reached the peak of its classical period around 2000 years ago.  The world’s population had grown from 20 million -5000BC to 200 million by this time.

Know that the causes of the decline of these powerful classical empires have long been disputed by historians.  Epidemic diseases spread by trade routes played their part.  Internal power struggles were also a major factor leading to a decline in the quality of government. Barbarian tribes may also have played a factor in raiding or settling within their territories.
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