	[bookmark: _GoBack]Civilisation – Ancient Egyptian Civilisation (Depth study)

	NC objectives
	Key knowledge and vocabulary

	





























	Know that about 5000 years ago humans began to form unprecedented complex societies.

Understand that these civilisations consisted of cities with monuments such as temples, palaces and pyramids.  They had some form of writing to communicate and a state structure with social hierarchies.

Know that the basis for the development of any civilisation was progress in agriculture where only part of the population was required to work the land.  This left the remainder to develop bureaucracy, trade, learning and belief systems.

Understand the difference between a civilisation and an empire: 
1. An empire is an extensive group of countries rules by a single supreme authority.
2. A civilisation is the stage of human social development and organisation that is considered most advanced.

Know that Egypt is a country in the northeast corner of the continent of Africa.  Know that it borders Sudan, the Gaza Strip, Israel and Libya. To the north lies the Mediterranean Sea.

Know that the Nile Valley is bordered by inhospitable desert but is highly fertile because the Nile, the longest river in the world flows through it and irrigates it. Desert covers more than 90% of Egypt.  From this understand that the ancient Egyptians lived in a narrow strip of land either side of the Nile.

Understand how Egypt’s prosprerity was based on agriculture and that the river Nile not only provided water but also provided fertile land in an area that would otherwise have been desert.

Understand the water cycle and how rain and melting snow in the Highlands of Ethiopia sent a huge quantity of water down the Nile.  This reached Egypt in about July.  The river overflowed and flooded its banks, depositing silt (a rich, fertile mud) on the fields.  This was known as the inundation and the Egyptians developed complex irrigation systems.

Know that Egyptian civilisation began approx. 3000BC, 5000 years ago.

In Predynastic Egypt – 5000BC – 3100BC (before Egypt was ruled by pharaohs) there were three cultures: Badarian, Amratian and Gerzean.  These people were skilled potters and weavers and they knew how to make tools, weapons and utensils. They also knew how to control the Nile’s annual flood (name some key features of a river).

Know that by 3300BC two distinct kingdoms had developed – Upper and Lower Egypt.

Understand that by 3100BC, Menes, a king of Upper Egypt had conquered Lower Egypt and united the two kingdoms under Dynasty I.

Know that the period of the kings of Dynasties I and II is known as the Archaic Period.

Know that the Old Kingdom (c.2649BC – 2134BC) followed the Archaic Period and is one of the greatest eras of Egyptian history and culture.

Know that the Old Kingdom was ruled by a succession of powerful pharaohs and know that a pharaoh is an absolute monarch with absolute power over their people. They were also believed by the people to be living incarnations of gods or deities.

Understand how the pharaohs were able to use their power to channel their bureaucratic and economic might into monumental building projects such as the construction of the pyramids.
Key aspects of ancient Egyptian civilisation
1. Ruled by an absolute monarch who it was believed was also a divine god (a pharaoh)
2. The art of writing known as hieroglyphics.
3. The use of paper – papyrus.
4. Astronomy and the calendar.
5. Mathematics and geometry.
6. Medical science.
7. Art and architecture.
8. Religion.
9. Philosophy.
10. Agriculture.
11. Navigation, trade and commerce.
12. Craftsmanship.
13. Administration systems.
14. Social hierarchy.
















