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Know that the media is the term used for how people share information – TV news, newspapers, magazines, radio, the internet including social media.

Understand how in a totalitarian, authoritarian or fascist system the state or government controls the media and that there is a system of state censorship so that the people only hear government views and policies.

Understand how the media was used in the USSR as a state cover-up after the Chernobyl nuclear accident in 1986. 

Understand that in a democracy a healthy and independent media is one in which it plays a vital part in that democracy and highlights the principles of free speech.

Understand how the media can have positive and negative influence in a democracy.Negative media:
1. Report the news in a sensationalist way making things seem more extreme than they are.
2. Show bias towards one set of beliefs.
3. Be corrupt – journalists, broadcasters or newspapers may take bribes to report things from a certain viewpoint.
4. Be influenced by their bosses, media moguls who have strong bias and political affiliations. 
5. Allow extreme views and fake news to take hold.

Positive media:
1. Keep the people informed of government plans and actions.
2. Uncover the truth.
3. Challenge politicians so that politicians challenge their own thinking and convictions.
4. Publish campaign promises during an election so that the people can make informed choices.
5. Offer historical context – history often repeats itself. The media can call on experts to draw historical parallels to help the people understand the present.

Understand the importance of reading and watching a wide variety of news sources and read beyond the sensationalist headlines to build up an informed opinion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Know the difference between fact and opinion and recognise when news sources are trying to get you to react in a certain way by using emotional language instead of facts.



