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Educational Programme: Understanding the World 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 
Early Learning Goal: Past and Present 
· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
Early Learning Goal: People, Culture and Communities
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
Early Learning Goal: The Natural World 
· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; 
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Our Intent at Kaleidoscope Multi-Academy Trust
Nothing matters more than children making sense of the world in which they live. Children’s awe of the world around them needs to be fostered through everyday practice and provision. We aim to offer every child a ‘basic entitlement’ across the aspects within Understanding the World so their curiosity for knowing, understanding and comparing the world can be explored (cultural capital: the essential knowledge that children need to be educated citizens). 
We will provide an Understanding of the World area where children can access a range of real resources such as, atlases, insect pots, magnifying glasses, flags, maps, pinecones, leaves, conkers, shells, mirrors, cameras, clocks, timers, magnets, rocks, minerals, gems, torches, babushka dolls, pebbles, globes, and read a range of texts that show our social, cultural, ecological and technological diverse world. See the attached book list for the broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, that will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world, which we are ‘aiming’ to read with the children across our planned curriculum. 
The three aspects of Understanding the World all interlink. Therefore, the elements of each national curriculum subject (history, science, geography and RE) will be evident across Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities and the Natural World. The use of IT, as a tool for the way children learn, will be threaded across all the aspects of Understanding the World. 
Furthermore, there are links to other curriculum plans. For example, learning the names of animals and plants (autumn) and then drawing them (summer) as detailed in the curriculum plan for Expressive Arts and Design. 

School Inspection Handbook 2021
Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of working. It is a broad term which covers the many different ways in which adults help young children learn. It includes their interactions with children during planned and child-initiated play and activities: communicating and modelling language, showing, explaining, demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning, recalling, providing a narrative for what they are doing, facilitating and setting challenges. It takes account of the equipment they provide and the attention to the physical environment as well as the structure and routines of the day that establish expectations. Integral to teaching is how practitioners assess what children know, understand and can do as well as take account of their interests and dispositions to learning (characteristics of effective learning), and use this information to plan children’s next steps in learning and monitor their progress’ (page 80).



	Aspect 
	Past and Present 


	Big Idea
	Autumn
Knowing 
	Spring
Understanding 
	Summer
Comparing 


	Intent

What every child is entitled to know 

	Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 

Discuss roles in society. 

Visit a place of historical importance (consider the lives of both women and men). 

	Understand the past through settings, characters and events. 

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.

Discuss roles in society. 

	Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past (now and then). 

Discuss roles in society. 


	Implementation 

How every child is entitled to come to know 
	We will implement the above through:
Giving children personal experiences through visits and meeting important members of society (visitors). 
Reading a broad selection of  stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems depicting our socially, culturally, ecologically and technologically diverse world.
Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary, particularly through the introduction of tier 3 words, which will be recorded in a class glossary. 
Embedding and deepening children’s understanding within the enhanced provision. 









	
Past and Present: Some examples of what this could look like in the EYFS considering the intent (the what) and the implementation (the how) as prescribed above as each child’s entitlement. 


	Visit or Visitor 

	Visitor: Invite in a grandparent/parent to talk about and show photos of when they were young. Discuss families. 

Visitor: Invite in a grandparent/parent who is an important member of society such as, a nurse, firefighter, police officer, HGV driver or builder. 

Visit: A war memorial for Remembrance Sunday.

	Visitor: Invite in a grandparent/parent to talk about what home and school were like in the past and now. Discuss types of homes. 


	Visitor: Invite in a grandparent/parent to talk about their experiences of travel in the past and present (planes, helicopters, ships, trains, rockets). Explore what future travel may look like. 

Visit: The Helicopter museum or the WSM air festival 

	Text 

	The Great Big Book of Families by Mary Hoffman and Ros Asquith.
So Much by Trish Cooke.

	The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad. 
The Great Big Book of Families by Mary Hoffman and Ros Asquith.


	Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram (Neil Armstrong). 
Fantastically Great Women Who Changed the World by Kate Pankhurst (Amelia Earhart). 
Mrs Armitage on Wheels by Quentin Blake. 


	Vocabulary 

	A long time ago, fostered, adopted, chronology. 

	Past, young, old, now, chronology. 
	Present, future, chronology. 


	Enhanced Provision 
 
	Skin tone crayons in the creative area. 

Children bring in family photos to share and display. 

Provide police cars, fire engines and ambulances for small world play. 
	School role play.






	Small world play: cars, planes, ships, trains, helicopters, rockets, astronauts, planets.  


	Other ideas
	Fireworks, castles and knights, dinosaurs. 

	Aspect
	People, Culture and Communities 


	Big Idea
	Autumn
Knowing
	Spring
Understanding
	Summer
Comparing


	Intent

What every child is entitled to know 

	Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways (consider a celebration that is familiar to most children). 


	Know and understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

Discuss roles in society (Past and Present). 

	Recognise, know and understand that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways (consider a celebration that is not familiar to most children). 


	Implementation 

How every child is entitled to come to know
	We will implement the above through:
Giving children personal experiences through visits and meeting important members of society (visitors). 
Reading a broad selection of  stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems depicting our socially, culturally, ecologically and technologically diverse world.
Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary, particularly through the introduction of tier 3 words, which will be recorded in a class glossary. 
Embedding and deepening children’s understanding within the enhanced provision. 


















	
People, Culture and Communities: Some examples of what this could look like in the EYFS considering the intent (the what) and the implementation (the how) as prescribed above as each child’s entitlement. 


	Visit or Visitor

	Visitor: Invite in a grandparent/parent to talk about how they celebrate Christmas. 

Link Christmas in other countries and how they celebrate. For example, Poland.
 
	Visit: A local place(s) of worship.


	Example for term 5. 

Visitor: Invite in a grandparent/parent or someone who celebrates Holi (the festival of love, spring and colours). 

Example for term 6. 

Visitor: Olympian or Para-Olympian (men and women). 


	Text 
	The Nativity Story. 
	The Memory Tree by Britta Teckentrup. 


	The Festival of Colours by Kabir Sehgal and Surishtha Sehgal. 

Little People; Big Dreams; Jesse Owens by Maria Isabel Sanches Vegara. 


	Vocabulary
	Christmas, celebration, a long time ago, Poland. 
	Worship, religion, faith, sacred, kindness, love, family, friendship. 
	India, Hinduism, worship, religion, faith, sacred, kindness, love, family, friendship.

Olympics, Olympian, Para-Olympian.
 

	Enhanced Provision 




	Make pierniki (polish gingerbread) which is a festive Polish food.


	Role play based on the place of worship visited.
	Provide an experience where children can re-enact the festival of colours (paint, paper, fabric). 

Sports Day. 

	Other Ideas 
	Diwali. 


	Aspect
	The Natural World


	Big Idea
	Autumn
Knowing
	Spring
Understanding
	Summer
Comparing


	Intent

What every child is entitled to know  

	Explore the natural world around by making observations. 

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

Name and describe animals and plants. 

Describe the immediate environment (People, Culture and Communities). 

Draw information from a simple map (People, Culture and Communities).

Observe and interact with natural processes (melting, heating,  floating, sinking). I test my ideas and use equipment/tools. 
	Explore and understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

Understand how animals behave differently e.g. hibernation. 

Name and describe animals and plants. Grow plants. 

Understand how to care for the natural world. 

Draw information from a map (People, Culture and Communities).

Observe and interact with natural processes (magnets attracting objects, objects casting shadows). I test my ideas and use equipment/tools.

	Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

Explore the natural world around and represent by drawing pictures of animals and plants. 

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries (People, Culture and Communities).
Draw information from an aerial map (People, Culture and Communities).

Observe and interact with natural processes (a sound causing a vibration, light travelling through transparent materials). I test my ideas and use equipment/tools.

	Implementation 

How every child is entitled to come to know

	We will implement the above through:
Giving children personal experiences through visits and meeting important members of society (visitors). 
Reading a broad selection of  stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems depicting our socially, culturally, ecologically and technologically diverse world.
Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary, particularly through the introduction of tier 3 words, which will be recorded in a class glossary. 
Embedding and deepening children’s understanding within the enhanced provision. 

	
The Natural World: Some examples of what this could look like in the EYFS considering the intent (the what) and the implementation (the how) as prescribed above as each child’s entitlement. 


	 Visit or Visitor 




	Visit: Autumn welly walk around the immediate environment (observe things you can smell, see and feel, take a photo of a tree, take note of the weather and season). 

Visit: Winter welly walk around the immediate environment (observe things you can smell, see and feel, take a photo of a tree, take note of the weather and season). 

	Visit: Spring welly walk around the immediate environment (note things you can smell, see and feel, take a photo of the same tree, take note of the weather and season). 
	Visit: Summer welly walk around the immediate environment (draw things you can smell, see and feel, take a photo of the same tree, take note of the weather and season). 

Visitor: Invite in a grandparent/parent or someone who works in an Estate Agents. 

Visitor: Invite in a grandparent/parent or someone who works in engineering.


	
Text 

	Tree by Patricia Hegarty. 

Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert. 

Ada Twist Scientist by Andrea Beaty (I question why things happen). 

10 Things I Can Do to Help My World by Melanie Walsh.

	Revisit Tree by Patricia Hegarty. 

Poetry Basket: I am the seed that grew the tree. 



	Revisit Tree by Patricia Hegarty. 

Bee by Patricia Hegarty. 

The Great Big Book of Families by Mary Hoffman and Ros Asquith. 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind’ by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer (technological diversity).



	Vocabulary 

	Seasons, autumn, winter, gusting, drifting, months of the year. 

	Seasons, spring, planet, recycling, months of the year. 

	Seasons, summer, pollination, months of the year, country, Malawi, windmill, harnessed. 


	Enhanced 
Provision 
	Make a class book/display following autumn walk.

Add to class book/display following winter walk. 

Refer to a globe or atlas when engaged in small world play with the wooden blocks and animals. Discuss where animals live around the world: rainforest or desert animals (David Attenborough/National Geographic for Children). 

Provide map making opportunities (treasure hunts). 


	Add to class book/display following spring walk.

Provide real maps showing roads, villages and refer to them when engaged in play with wooden blocks, cars and people. 

 
	Add to class book/display following summer walk. 

Observational drawings of trees and/or bees. 

Estate Agents role play (depicting homes from around the world). 

Provide large aerial maps and refer to them when engaged in play with wooden blocks (making buildings) and sources of natural power (windmills). 
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	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 2
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	How will we do this?

	





	
	

	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 4
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations.

	





	
	

	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 6
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations.

	





	
	




Sensible and Meaningful Assessment (People, Cultures and Communities) 
	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 2
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	How will we do this?

	





	
	

	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 4
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations.

	





	
	

	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 6
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations.

	





	
	




Sensible and Meaningful Assessment (The Natural World) 
	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 2
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	How will we do this?

	





	
	

	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 4
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations.

	





	
	

	Percentage of children who are ready to progress 
End of term 6
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations
	Who needs more experience (list initials)?
Consider context and range of situations.
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